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“Organic Gardening—Tips for Success” Class

Proficient gardeners will be teaching
BCGA’s annual garden class titled
“Organic Gardening — Tips for Success”
on Saturday, March 7 from 9:30 — 11:30
a.m. at the Bear Creek Nature Center,
245 Bear Creek Road.

Dan Hopper, the owner of Rick’s
Garden Center, will discuss organic pest
control and fertilizers. Other topics in-
clude starting vegetables indoors, best
vegetable varieties, plant protection, fa-
vorite garden tools and square foot gar-
dening. Speakers bring all sorts of gar-
den tools, equipment and products to
demonstrate their topics.

This class is open to the public and is
part of the Nature Center’s annual Sus-
tainability Series. The fee for the class is
$4.00 with a discounted admission price
of $3.00 for current BCGA gardeners.

To get the discount, BCGA gardeners
must register by calling the Nature Cen-
ter at (719) 520-6387. Other participants
should register online for this class
through the Nature Center's website at
https://bit.ly/4cagZot if all seats are not
spoken for, persons who have not regis-
tered may be admitted to the class.

The Charmaine Nymann Community Gar-
den in Bear Creek Park is run by its gar-
deners, (organized as the nonprofit Bear
Creek Garden Association), in close co-
operation with the El Paso County Parks
Department.

See more pictures on the Bear Creek
Garden Association Facebook page.
Photo by Candice Hall.

Returning Gardener Potluck March 1—Speaker is Ginger MacLean

Returning gardeners, their family mem-
bers and helpers are invited to attend the
BCGA Winter Potluck at the Gold Hill
Mesa Community Room, located at 142
South Raven Mine Drive on Sunday,
March 1 from 12:30 —2:30 p.m. Come to
reconnect with those garden friends you
have missed since the garden closed in
October.

Our speaker will be Ginger MacLean,
formerly with Good Earth Garden Center
and now the propagation manager at the
Pura Vida garden center.

This is a potluck, so please bring both
a_main dish and a salad or a dessert to
share. BCGA provides plates, cups,
utensils, napkins, coffee and hot cocoa.

Be sure to RSVP to let BCGA know
how many people are coming. Email
BCGA (hello@bearcreekgardens.org) by
Friday, February 27.

Please Bring Extra Seed Catalogues

If you have seed catalogues you no
longer need, bring them to the potluck.
They will be given to participants at
BCGA’s annual public garden class at
the Bear Creek Nature Center on Satur-
day, March 7.

Seed catalogues from previous years
are welcome. They are colorful and in-
formative, and they’re very much appre-
ciated by the members of the class.

Plots Are Now Available for
New Gardeners

Plots are available for new gardeners
each spring at the Charmaine Nymann
Community Garden. Individuals interest-
ed in renting a plot should call Todd
Hegert soon at (719) 329-8873 or send
an email message with their phone num-
ber to hello@bearcreekgardens.org.

Returning gardeners register for their
plots during February. Registration infor-
mation is then emailed to those on the
new gardener inquiries list on the first of
March. Plots are assigned to new gar-
deners on a first-come first-served basis.

This is an organic vegetable and flow-
er garden. Information including its histo-
ry, rules, handbook and calendar, is on
the website: www.bearcreekgardens.org .

New gardeners will attend an orienta-
tion session at the Bear Creek Nature
Center on April 11 and the garden will
open on April 18, weather permitting.

Plot Sizes and Fees:

20 feet x 20 feet $75.00
20 feet x 40 feet $120.00

The plot fee covers water and tilling.
New gardeners may rent a half plot. They
are also asked to pay a $25.00 cleanup
deposit which is refunded after the plot
has been cared for during the growing
season and cleared appropriately when
the garden closes in mid-October.

Microgreens—for Winter Zing!

Late winter is the perfect time to experi-
ment with growing microgreens. A mi-
crogreen is a tiny plant grown indoors in
seed-starting mix until several small
leaves have formed. Here’s a link to help
you get started: https://bit.ly/4tRT5v2 .
Tip: try basil, arugula, kale, broccoli!




Bear Creek Garden Association

Page 2

Calendar

February 28 — Deadline for Returning
Gardeners to register for plots.

March 1—Winter Potluck, 12:30—2:30
p.m., Gold Hill Mesa Community Center,
142 South Raven Mine Drive. For return-
ing gardeners. Details are on page 1.

March 7 — Garden Class—"Organic
Gardening—Tips for Success” 9:30 —
11:30 a.m., Bear Creek Nature Center,
245 Bear Creek Road. Details on p. 1.

April 11—Orientation Meeting for New
Gardeners 9:30 a.m.— Bear Creek Na-
ture Center, 245 Bear Creek Road.

April 18 — Garden Opens (weather per-
mitting).
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Victory Garden Market—Classes

Recommended Seed Sources

Now is the time to make a garden
plan and acquire the seeds that you will
need this year. Don’t wait too long, as
popular varieties of vegetable, herb and
flower seeds will be sold out at seed
companies online and in display racks at
garden centers later in the spring.

Online websites are a marvelous
source of detailed information about vari-
eties, zones in which the plants will thrive
and planting directions that are more de-
tailed than those that fit on the back of a
seed packet. Be aware that seed compa-
nies in Colorado will offer varieties that
do well in this climate.

BCGA gardeners have compiled a list
of their favorite seed companies. It is on
pages 55-56 of the Garden Handbook.
The Handbook is available online at:
https://bit.ly/4u2nw1l

The Victory Garden Market is a small
new market open on the third Sunday of
each month from 11:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.at
the Cottonwood Center for the Arts, a
nonprofit arts hub in downtown Colorado
Springs located at 427 East Colorado
Avenue.

The market features a variety of bak-
ers, cooks, plant lovers, artisans, and art-
ists. It also provides an opportunity to en-
gage with and learn from the CSU Master
Gardener Extension Program. Local Mas-
ter Gardeners will offer a free one hour
presentation on a garden topic at 12:30
p.m. in the Spittler Gallery at each market
to provide timely information on gardening
throughout the season.

Schedule:

Seed Starting - Anna Marie
Campbell and Jan Berry

March 15

April 19 Soils - Barb Valenti
May 17  Water Wise Practices
June 21 Composting - Adrian Hixon
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Microgreens photo on page one provided
by: Penn State University.

Rick’s, ACE Discounts Continue

Bear Creek Garden Association

BCGA runs the Charmaine Nymann
Community Garden (CNCG) located in
Bear Creek Regional Park in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. It is a 501(c)(3) tax
exempt nonprofit corporation.

Individuals can rent plots to grow veg-
etables for personal use and for donation
to friends and charities.

Contact: Todd Hegert (719) 329-8873

Email: hello@bearcreekgardens.org

Website: www.bearcreekgardens.org

Facebook Page:
Bear Creek Garden Association

Returning BCGA gardeners can contin-
ue to show their 2025 garden badges at
checkout to obtain discounts on purchases
at Rick’'s Garden Center on Uintah Street
(10%) and the ACE Hardware stores on
8th Street (10%) and in Uintah Gardens
(15%) until the new badges for 2026 be-
come available on the day the garden
opens in April.

Get your tools sharpened and ready for
spring at ACE in Uintah Gardens. Garden-
ers receive a generous 50% discount on
tool sharpening when they show their cur-
rent badge at the store.

The Pura Vida garden center, which is
preparing to open May 1 at 1330 North
Walnut Street, (previously the home of
Good Earth Garden Center ), will also offer
a 10% discount. See them on Facebook.

Garden Board Update

The garden board has recently wel-
comed two new members.

John Fandel, a retired software engi-
neer, first shared a plot at the Charmaine
Nymann Community Garden (CNCG)
with his friend, Dennice Soderberg, in
2019 after developing his garden skills in
raised bed gardening as a member of the
West Side Community Center Garden.

Initially a tomato lover, John has dis-
covered new vegetables that he has
started growing after being introduced to
them by his CNCG garden neighbors
over the past six years. John enjoys gar-
dening and says that the garden and his
fellow gardeners are a part of his home
and family.

Dianne Reitan is the other new board
member. She arrived at the garden with
her husband, Dave, in 2021. Dianne
planted six dahlia tubers on their plot that
first year and fell in love with the showy
blooms. The six multiplied into 24 tubers
by the next year and Dianne decided to
launch “Dianne’s Dahlias” a dahlia grow-
ing business. She and Dave set up two
large hoop houses near the Western Mu-
seum of Mining and Industry on
Northgate Parkway.

Dianne’s Dahlias produced well over
30,000 dahlia blooms last year. Dianne
and Dave are taking a break from com-
mercial growing this year, planning to
plant only 100 dahlia tubers (which could
produce 2,000 blooms) at their home in
Skyway.

Don McFadden is leaving the board.
We all thank him for many years of work
including teaching the ’favorite tools’ seg-
ment of the spring garden class. He’s the
guy who manages the spring staking out
of aisles and plots that look pretty sym-
metrical in a garden where the relation-
ship between the fenceline and the rows
of water posts is anything BUT symmet-
rical. He and Elaine are moving to Kan-
sas. We will miss them..

More Spring Classes

March 7 - Seed Starting—Flowers ($25)
At Rick’s Garden Center, 1827 West Uin-
tah Street. Sign up: https://bit.ly/30tCPQy
Also see “Colorado Seed Starting 101 —
Advice from Rick’'s Grow Team” at
https://bit.ly/4qlKuYD

April 4 - Learn to Grow Dahlias with
Dianne Reitan and Kim Gravestock — 9:00
a.m. — Noon at Gold Hill Police substation,
955 West Moreno Ave. More information,
registration at www.diannesdahlias.com




